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How Students & Parents Pay For College - Source: The College Board
The combination of grant aid
and federal tax benefits covers a
much larger share of tuition and
fees than a decade ago (63% vs.
55%), and loans cover a slightly
larger share (26% vs. 24%).
Students and families now cover
a smaller percentage of their
expenses with other resources.
The patterns, however, are not
the same in all postsecondary
sectors.
• In the public four-year sector,
grant aid and federal tax
benefits cover a lower
percentage of tuition and fees
(but not of tuition, fees, room
and board combined) in 201213 than they did a decade
earlier. In other sectors, the
share of tuition and fees covered
by grant aid and tax benefits has
increased.
• In the public two-year sector,
the share of total expenses
covered by loans has more than
doubled over the decade. That
share has remained relatively

stable in other sectors.
• The share of expenses covered
by student and family resources
has remained stable for public
four-year college and university
students, but has declined for
those in other sectors. The
realities of stable borrowing
levels in recent years following a
rapid rise early in the decade
and of increasing grant aid are a
critical part of how people pay
for college.
The headlines about rising
prices and rising debt clearly do
not tell the whole story. But the
fact that grants and tax benefits
cover a larger percentage of
rapidly rising college prices does
not contradict the widespread
impression of increasing barriers
to financing higher education.
Grants and tax benefits
combined cover 63% of the
average tuition and fees for
fulltime undergraduates in 2012

-13, compared to 55% in 200203 and 51% in 2007-08. But
tuition and fees have increased
by $3,200 (in 2012 dollars) over
the decade. So the dollars
remaining after grant aid have
risen from $3,910 at the
beginning of the decade to
$4,410 ten years later (a decline
from $5,160 in 2007-08).
Students and families require
loans and other resources to
cover almost $2,000 more in
tuition, fees, and room and
board combined than a decade
ago. The high unemployment,
declining real income levels, and
diminished asset values faced
by so many families create real
difficulties for many. Accurate
information about the trends in
college financing is a necessary
prerequisite for understanding
these difficulties and ensuring
that a college education is
within reach for all who can
benefit from it.

Message From The Dean - Bob Fulcomer
In this month of holiday
celebration and times of giving,
we need to think about giving
the gift of education to our
children and
grandchildren. Most families
are concerned that their children
will not be accepted into the
best schools or they will not be
able to pay the ever increasing
tuition. With proper planning
and coaching almost every child

that desires a college education
can achieve that goal. I can’t
stress how important it is for
families to understand that it is
not imperative that their child
goes to a “name brand” college
straight out of high school. Most
of the time recent college
graduates from a little known
school will have the same job
opportunities as 99% of all
applicants. There are very few

times that in a pool of
applicants for any given position
there will be graduates from the
name brand colleges.
The most important factor is
obtaining the right degree, for
the right reason and having done
so at the highest level of
competency.
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10 States Where College Is Most Affordable
Average in-state tuition at public
four-year universities rose by just
2.9% this year, the smallest
increase in more than three
decades, according to data from
the College Board. When adjusted
for inflation, it has barely increased
at all.
In the current school year, the
average cost of tuition and fees at
a public, four-year institution for an
in-state student is $8,093. At a
private four-year university, tuition
and fees are more than $30,000.
With the cost of tuition for private
universities still astronomically
high, more students may be opting
to attend a public school within
their home state.
24/7 Wall St. reviewed College
Board’s 2013 Trends In College
Pricing’s list of average tuition and
fees for in-state students of public
colleges and universities for the
2013-2014 school year.
From 24/7 Wall St. , these are the
states with the most affordable
colleges:
10. North Carolina
Average tuition and fees: $6,514
5-year change: 39.7% (10th
highest).
Percent of students in-state:
83% (13th highest)
Out-of-state costs: $21,352
(24th lowest)
Students enrolled in public
universities in North Carolina pay
nearly 40% more tuition and fees
than they did five years ago. The
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill hiked its tuition by
6.3% since last year, one of the
largest increases in the U.S.
Despite rising costs, students will
likely receive less for their money
than they would have several years
ago. The 2013-2014 UNC budget
included $114 million in budget
cuts, forcing the system to cut
dozens of positions. During the
previous school year, school year
state funding for higher education
was actually among the highest in

the country, at $11,743 per fully
enrolled public school student. At
left, UNC Wilmington.
9. Nevada
Average tuition and fees: $6,387
5-year change: 36.8% (11th
highest)
Percent of students in-state:
91% (4th highest)
Out-of-state costs: $20,399
(21st lowest)
Nevada charges in-state students
just under $6,400 in tuition and
fees on average to attend a fouryear public university. This is down
2% from the year before, the
largest decrease in the nation.
Attending the state’s most wellknown school, the University of
Nevada-Reno, left, is only slightly
more expensive, costing roughly
$6,600 for in-state students. The
low cost of attending school in the
state means students do not have
to take out a great deal of debt. In
the class of 2011, students had
less than $20,000 in debt on
average, while just 44% of
graduates had debt, both among
the lowest percentages in the U.S.
The state is also considering
adding a second medical school, at
the University of Nevada-Las
Vegas, in coming years.
8. Florida
Average tuition and fees: $6,336
5-year change: 56.0% (5th
highest)
Percent of students in-state:
84% (9th highest)
Out-of-state costs: $20,390
(20th lowest)
Even with a 56% increase in tuition
over the past five years, Florida is
home to some of the leastexpensive public universities in the
country. The University of Florida, at
left, which was ranked 14th best
public school and among the top
50 out of all U.S. schools by U.S.
News & World Report, is one of the
country’s largest universities. Fulltime enrollment at the flagship
school was 29,984 in 2012.

Altogether, the university has nearly
50,000 students. Out-of-state
tuition at the university, however, is
more than four times the cost for a
state-resident, at nearly $30,000.
For nonresidents, attendance at the
university includes a $22,277
premium, one of the five most
expensive premiums among flagship
universities. The number of full-time
two- and four-year students in the
state ranks high as well, at nearly
600,000 as of the fall of 2011, up
by nearly 48% from 2001.
7. Idaho
Average tuition and fees: $6,325
5-year change: 29.1% (17th
highest)
Percent of students in-state: 68%
(10th lowest)
Out-of-state costs: $18,896 (15th
lowest)
Although in-state tuition and fees at
public, four-year universities have
risen 3.6% from last year, and
29.1% in the past five years, Idaho
remains one of the least expensive
states in the U.S. for attending
college. One factor that may limit
costs is the state’s low cost of living
— consumer prices in Idaho were
just 93% of what they were
nationwide in 2011. Another
contributing factor may be that
nearly a third of students attending
Idaho’s public universities are from
out of state. Out of state attendees
pay almost three times what in-state
students pay to attend Idaho’s
universities. However, Idaho is also
hoping to reverse years of cuts to K12 education spending, which some
fear could limit spending on the
state’s higher education system. At
left, a section of the University of
Idaho's arboretum.
6. West Virginia
Average tuition and fees: $6,251
5-year change: 25.1% (22nd
highest)
Percent students in-state: 59%
(5th lowest)
Out-of-state costs: $17,801 (11th
lowest)
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Less than one in five adults in West
Virginia had a bachelor’s degree in
2012, the lowest figure in the
country. Nationally, it was 29.1%.
Students from in state going to a
four-year West Virginia public
college or university are paying
roughly 25% more than they were
five years ago. Still, even with that
increase, West Virginia is among
the cheapest states in the country.
Students, however, are still facing
financial problems. West Virginia
had among the highest default
rates in the country. This may be
due in part to the relatively low
income of the state’s households.
In 2012, West Virginia had the
third lowest median income in the
country. At left, West Virginia
University fans cheer their team
during a football game in
September in Morgantown, WV.
5. Montana
Average tuition and fees: $6,211
5-year change: 9.6% (4th lowest)
Percent of students in-state:
73% (tied-14th lowest)
Out-of-state costs: $20,150
(17th lowest)
In the past five years, Montana’s instate public university tuition and
fees have risen just 9.6%, less than
all but three other states. Further,
attending the flagship University of
Montana costs less on average
than the state’s combined average
tuition and fees. The cost of a
higher education in the state is
also low despite limited state
appropriations. For the 2012-2013
year, the state set aside just
$5,000 per student, one of the
lowest figures in America. Earlier
this year, professors at Montana
State University, at left, voted to
decertify its faculty union,
eliminating collective bargaining
among professors.
4. New Mexico
Average tuition and fees: $5,987
5-year change: 24.7% (24th
highest)
Percent of students in-state:
82% (17th highest)
Out-of-state costs: $17,401 (7th
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lowest)
Between 2001 and 2011, full-time
college enrollment in New Mexico
increased by nearly 40%, more
than all but four other states. This
may be a good sign for institutions
and education as a whole, but
those educated in the state are
struggling to repay student debt.
More than 15% of students have
defaulted on their debt, which is
worse than any other state. This
could be in part due to the state’s
relatively low median household
income of just $42,558. Last year,
the New Mexico Higher Education
Department was awarded $33.8
million from the U.S. Department of
Education to better prepare
students for college. The governor
noted the funds would be directed
toward high-poverty areas in the
state. At left, Western New Mexico
University, in Silver City N.M.
3. Utah
Average tuition and fees: $5,906
5-year change: 30.1% (15th
highest)
Percent of students in-state:
76% (18th lowest)
Out-of-state costs: $18,416
(13th lowest)
Tuition and fees at a public fouryear university cost less than
$6,000 on average in Utah, just
one of four states in which this is
the case. However, the flagship
University of Utah is slightly more
expensive, averaging close to
$7,500. In addition to carrying a
low sticker price, Utah’s
universities have not saddled their
students with a considerable
amount of debt. In the class of
2011, less than half of all
graduates carried debt, and the
average debt per graduate was the
lowest reported in the nation. Not
only is a public education
affordable for in-state residents,
but private schools in the state cost
an average of just $6,300. This
figure may have been pushed
downward by the low tuition at
Brigham Young University, at left,
which is subsidized by The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
for tithe-paying members.

Members of the church accounted
for nearly 99% of the student body
last year.
2. Alaska
Average tuition and fees: $5,885
5-year change: 18.5% (19th
lowest)
Percent of students in-state:
83% (12th highest)
Out-of-state costs: $18,856
(14th lowest)
Median household income in
Alaska was the third highest in the
nation, at $67,712 in 2012.
Alaskan incomes are more than
adequate for the cost of higher
education, which is well-funded by
the government. As of the 2012-13
school year, the Alaskan
government spent the most per full
-time student out of every other
state, more than $17,000. The low
prices, however, have not attracted
high volumes of students. Full-time
enrollment in 2012 at the
University of Alaska, left, was just
3,609, less than the second-lowest
University of South Dakota. Overall,
full-time undergraduate enrollment
across the state was the lowest in
the U.S., with 21,200 students
enrolled in two- or four-year
colleges as of fall 2011.
1. Wyoming
Average tuition and fees: $4,404
5-year change: 14.5% (9th
lowest)
Percent of students in-state:
63% (8th lowest)
Out-of-state costs: $14,124
(2nd lowest)
The University of Wyoming, left, is
the only public four-year college in
Wyoming. Out-of-state tuition and
fees are some of the lowest in the
country, more expensive than only
South Dakota. Higher education in
Wyoming, like in Alaska, is wellfunded by the state government —
as of the 2012-13 school year, the
state spent more than $15,000 per
fully enrolled student. Under half of
the class of 2011 graduated with
debt, one of the lowest rates
nationally.

“Providing Families With College Planning Solutions”

8301 East Prentice Avenue
Suite #312
Greenwood Village, CO 80111
Phone: 303-597-0197
Fax: 303-369-3900
Email: hifecpp@hife-usa..org

Check us out on the web:
www.hife-usa.org

Featured University - Scottsdale Community College
Scottsdale Community
College, a two-year college,
opened its doors in
September 1970, with 948
students. It is one of 10
colleges in the Maricopa
Community College District.
The beautiful campus with its
unobstructed view of the
mountains is located at Pima
and Chaparral Roads.
Student enrollment has
reached 10,000 each
semester with 3,000
additional students enrolled
in special-interest, non-credit
courses. On campus
walkways, one sees people of
all ages, of numerous races
and ethnic backgrounds, with
an unlimited variety of
interests and purposes.

A vast majority of students
are currently enrolled in credit
programs including
mathematics, science, social
and behavioral sciences,
English and communication,
speech, and studio and
performing arts to earn
associates degrees. Most
have scheduled plans
to transfer to four-year
universities to complete
bachelor and post-graduate
degrees. Students graduating
from SCC do exceptionally
well.
SCC has also broadened
opportunities to students to
prepare for careers that do
not require four-year degrees.
Applied Sciences offers over
23 different career or

occupational programs
including Nursing, Drafting,
Fashion Merchandising,
Interior Design, Hospitality and
Tourism, Culinary Arts,
Administration of Justice,
Equine Science, Tribal
Management, and Computer
Information programs. These
programs are styled in
accordance with the needs of
students, the community,
business, and industry. College
personnel work closely with
community employers to
assess current educational and
training needs.
Source: www.scottsdalecc.edu

Coach’s Corner: Tis The Season For FAFSA
How to pay for college is on
every college students
mind. Where is the money
coming from? I don’t want
to go into debt by taking out
a loan. My parents don’t
have the money. Start the
process by filling out the
Free Application for Federal
Student Aid or FAFSA. This
form is used to determine
the amount of money a
family is expected to
contribute to the price of
attending a postsecondary
institution. By not
submitting this form, you
could be lose thousands of
dollars in grants, workstudy, low interest federal
loans and need based
scholarships.

Students that are high
school seniors or above
should apply for FAFSA every
year.
No matter what your
individual state or school
filing deadline is, when it
comes to your FAFSA, the
sooner you file after January
1st each year (the date that
the federal processor begins
accepting applications), the
better!
You can fill out and submit
your application through
FAFSA on the Web at
www.fafsa.ed.gov. Fill out
the application completely
and accurately. The
information you enter in

FAFSA on the Web will be
checked on the spot, and will
point out any errors or
missing information. This
reduces the chance that you
will need to correct your
information later.
You and your parents should
also request FAFSA PINs
(Personal Identification
Numbers). To request a PIN,
visit www.pin.ed.gov. The
PINs are used to sign your
FAFSA online. It is
recommended that you apply
for a PIN prior to submitting
your FAFSA, but if you don’t,
one will automatically be sent
to you once your application
is processed.

